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TTP 6 – UNIPLAS CLINICAL TRIAL

1.  Things are moving along well towards implementation of the TTP 6 study which will involve a comparison of cryosupernatant plasma with Uniplas, a universal blood group product which has been solvent-detergent treated to inactivate lipid-coated viruses and which would be supplied by Octapharma.  A number of Canadian and US centers will be involved in this study – representing a first major joint effort between Canadian and American apheresis practitioners.  A total of 112 patients are needed for the study i.e. 56 in each of the two arms.  Patients will be randomized in our usual fashion to receive 1.5 plasma volume exchanges on the first 3 days of therapy followed by one plasma volume exchange over the next 4-6 days for completion of one cycle.  Follow up will be at one and three months.  The main outcome measure would be the log change in platelet count from baseline to 1 month. However, mortality at 1 and 3 months will also be recorded.  

It is expected that the study will take approximately 2 years to enter the full complement of patients.  The protocol is currently in front of the FDA and will shortly be given to Health Canada for consideration. When all approvals have been received, we are hoping that application for ethics committee approval can move forward quickly so that the study   actually commences in 2006.

SURVEILLANCE, EPIDEMIOLOGY AND RISK FACTORS FOR TTP (SERF)

During the past 2 meetings, we had agreed to collect additional information regarding the epidemiology of TTP.  Our data would be used by the CAG and certain elements will be shared with our US counterparts.  The project involves obtaining information particularly related to drug use prior to disease.  A fee of $300.00 will be paid for each completed form which would be sent on to the CAG office.  The forms will soon be sent on to you for consideration: as usual, we will not identify patients by name.  This will be an interesting undertaking which will add to our understanding of the disease.  Please let us know of your interest.

VOLUVEN – AN EXCITING POTENTIAL TRIAL

Some time ago, David Anderson developed a protocol for the use of Pentaspan.  Unfortunately Bristol Myers Squibb indicated to us that they are not, at this time, interested in pursuing this study.  However, a new product of lower molecular weight, Voluven, provided through Fresenius, has just been licensed by Health Canada.  We, therefore, remain very interested in considering the development of a study in which   Voluven could be used as a substitute for Albumin as replacement fluid in some of the patients currently treated by plasma exchange.  In a time of variable shortages of different blood products, and because of the always changing risk of transmission of infectious diseases, it is considered important that the CAG constantly consider alternatives to current methods of volume replacement.  Hopefully, we will have more to tell you about this undertaking within the next few months.  

COMPUTER DATABASE

The computer system continues to evolve, albeit very slowly.  The database put in place by Health Canada proved to be cumbersome.  Subsequently, modifications have been made to the program but it is still a work in progress.  

Some of you may have visited the WAA Apheresis registry at ASFA.  This is a comprehensive registry which now contains information from 6 different centers, 2 outside of Sweden where it originated.  However, it too has been a work in progress and will continue to evolve with new iterations.   Any suggestions based on the Swedish or other registries that we can incorporate into the Canadian registry would be most appreciated.  

Next year’s meeting is planned for early May although a site has not been chosen.  Any recommendations for a potential site would be greatly appreciated and should be sent to Sharon at the CAG office.  
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Please send in any centre happenings and/or any announcements you feel would be of interest to the CAG membership for inclusion in the next newsletter which will be published in December.  

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug 9-12, 2006
XXXI World Congress of the International Society of Hematology (ISH)

Puerto Rico Convention Center

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Contact: Imedex

Tel: +1 770 751 7332

Fax: +1 770 751 7334

Email: meetings@imedex.com
Website: www.imedex.com 



September 2-7, 2006
XXIXth Annual Congress of the International Society of Blood Transfusion (ISBT)

Cape Town, South Africa

Contact: Eurocongres Conference Management

Tel: +31 20 6793411    Fax: +31 20 6737306

Email: isbt@eurocongres.com 

Website: www.isbt-web.org


Oct 21-24, 2006
AABB Annual Meeting

Miami Beach, Florida

Website: www.aabb.org 



Dec 9-12, 2006
48th American Society for Hematology (ASH) Annual Meeting and Exposition

Orlando, Florida, USA

Email: ash@hematology.org
Website: www.hematology.org


March 2-4, 2007
6th International Society for Apheresis Congress 

joint ISFA-JSFA-WAA

Pacifico, Yokohama

Yokohama, Japan

Fax: +81 77 548 2240 

Email: isfa@belle.shiga-med.ac.jp  

Website: http://ben.shiga-med.ac.jp/%7Ehqsurge1/meeting/isfa2007.htm 



April 18-21, 2007
ASFA 2007 Annual Meeting

Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center

Nashville, TN

Email: www.apheresis.org  



June 23-27, 2007
ISBT Regional Congress, Europe

Madrid, Spain

Contact: Eurocongres Conference Management

Tel: +31 20 6793411  Fax: +31 20 6737306

Email: isbt@eurocongres.com 



Dec 8-11, 2007
49th American Society for Hematology (ASH) Annual Meeting and Exposition

Atlanta, Georgia, USA

Email: ash@hematology.org
Website: www.hematology.org
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